coll-spring propiem and many will
certainly have had to fit new front
springs as a result of the original
springs breaking.

Vehicle Recall

Many models of C2 and C3 were
recalled by the vehicle
manufacturer in October 2005. The

Once fitted, the side-load spring adopts a
conventional shape .
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side OT the Tront suspension...”

The “suspension cup”, more
often than not, is referred to as a
“springcatcher” because this
provides a good description of its
function. It provides a quick and
relatively cheap means to prevent
tyre damage should the spring
break.

How many vehicles were
affected? (see table on next page)
Cars are now of an age where coil-
springs are likely to fail, this is
reflected in current coil-spring sales
for these cars.

Front coil-springs for the
Citroen C2 and C3

PSA employs side-load coil-springs
as the suspension medium on these
cars. These special springs are
curved when unloaded but
straighten out when compressed.
When the spring is compressed, a
side force is generated, the
magnitude and direction of which
can be carefully controlled to
negate frictional forces acting
between the shock absorber piston
rod and its seal. This improves

road sait, will cause rapid
deterioration of the spring surface
coating and the spring will rust.
When the spring breaks, it will
almost invariably do so one half-
coil in from its lower end and there
is a real danger the tyre sidewall
may be pierced by a sharp
fragment of broken spring.

Tyre Sidewall Damage

The vehicle tyre can suffer severe
damage should a coil-spring fail at
its lower end and fragments of
broken spring make forcible
contact with the tyre sidewall. The
coil-spring will almost always fail in
torsion and the resulting 45°
fracture plane ends in a sharp point
which is perfect for ripping into the
relatively soft tyre sidewall. This is a
real danger and the reason so many
C2 and C3 models were recalled for
modification.

The Citroen Springcatcher
Springcatchers are only available
from Citroen and are handed,
depending on whether intended
for the left-hand or right-hand
strut. Here are the original
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